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HOUSbHOLD  FAT  SALVAGE  PROGRiiM 


FACT  SH5ST 


HISTORY: 


Late  in  I9UI  and  early  in  19^2  a  number  of  states  began  and  conducted 
programs  for  the  salvage  of  used  household  fats.     One  of  the  most 
successful  of  these  programs  was  conducted  in  Chicago,  in  January, 
191|-2.     The  success  of  the  program,  in  Chicago  and  in  several  other 
communities  made  it  evident  that  it  would  be  possible  to  salvage 
large  quantities  of  used  housenold  fats  if  a  nation-wide  program 
were  conducted.     Therefore,  early  in  19U2,  Secretary  Wi<5kard  issued 
a  directive  to  the  Salvage  Division  of  the  lii'PB,  authoriaing  that 
agency  to  attempt  to  expand  the  salvage  of  household,  fats  on  a  nation- 
vdde  basis.     The  Salvage  Division  of  the  V,'PB  realized  that  such  an 
operation  would  require  botli  intensive  and  extensive  effort  on  the 
part  of  their  own  staff,  ana  the  full  cooperation  of  the  industry. 
This  cooperation  resulted  in  the  formation  of  the  American  Fat  Salvage 
Committee.     This  committee,  industry  supported,  not  only  is  largely 
responsible  for  arrangements  with  renderers,  but  carries  on  an 
intensive  program  of  paid  advertising. 

In  the  beginning",  and  for  about  two  years,  the  WPB,   in  cooperation  v/ith 
industry,  spearheaded  the  fat  salvage  program.     Their  combined  efforts 
resulted  in  hundreds  of  m.illions  of  pounds  of  salvaged  fats  being  m.ade 
available  to  the  v\rar  effort.     Recently,  however,  VuTB  functions  in  con- 
nection with  this  program,  were  transferred  to  the  V7ar  Food  Administra- 
tion.    The  YJFA  nov/  has  aosumed  responsibility  for  the  program,  in  the 
field,  although  VfPB  State  and  Local  Salvage  ccmimittees  v."ill  continue 
to  assist  in  the  v:ork.     The  collection  channels  built  up  during  the 
past  two  years  through  such  committees  are  functioning  smoothly,  and 
VTA's  chief  task  "will  be  m.aintenance  of  thtse  collection  channels, 
expediting  and  assisting  in  collections,  rural  and  urbun,  ■'-.■herever  it 
becomes  necessary. 


Salvaged  fats  go  into  a  pool  of  tallow  and  greases  which  supplies  raw 
material  for  soaps  c^^nd  industrial  uses,  including  lubricants,  synthetic 
rubber,  and  other  rubber  processing,  and  textile  and  leather  products. 
As  long  us  imports  of  fats  are  so  fur  below  normal,  ano  so  long  as 
militc.ry  and  other  unusual  demands  are  at  high  levels,  the  acquisition 
of  every  additional  pound  of  reclaim': d  fats,  as  v;ell  as  avoidance  of 
waste  in  the  use  of  products  made  wholly  or  oartly  from  fo.ts,  are 
genuine  contributions  to  our  whole  wur  economy. 


USES: 


5316(4) 


-  2  - 


Products  of  used  kitchen  fats  are  explosives  for  rockets,  anti-aircraft 
guns  5  anti-tank  g:uns,  hov/itzers  .  trench  and  chemical  iriortars,  airplane 
cannon,  d^niamite,  etc.     Proauc  gs  of  used  kitchen  fats  ai-e  also  found  in 
military  medicines,  such  as  sulfa  ointrnerjts,  acriflavine,  proflavine, 
smallpox  vaccines,  insulin,  surgical  j'eilies,  and  nicotine  acid. 

Other  military  uses  are  in  such  itemc  as  synthetic  rub'-'er,  airclKne 
lubricants,  deoth-charge  releases,   incendiaries,  de-icing  fluias  for 
airplanes,  nylons  for  parachutes,  pov/der  bags,  etc.,  high-resistant 
paints-,  fabrics  of  all  kinds,  marine  rope,  military  and  naval  soaps, 
hydraulic  fluids,  etc. 

The  single  Vv^ar  unit  requiring  the  most  fat  in  its  oroduction  is  the 
pontoon  bridge.  A  ten-ton  bridge  of  this  tyoe  uses  5,200  pounds  of 
synthetic  rubber.    In  making  this  rubber,  I7I  pounds  of  fat  are  required. 

One  tank  car  of  used  household  fats  (60,000  pounds  will  provide  the 
ingredients  for  214.0,000  anti-aircraft  shells  (57mm)  or  the  alkyd  resin 
paint  for  1,200  medium,  tanks  or  '~^0,QCO  pounds  of  dynamite,  or  the 
annual  pharmaceutical  supplies  for  a  2,000-bed  hospital, 

Yiihy  Continue  Collection  of  Used  Fats? 

No    matter  what  happens  in  Europe,  the  defeat  of  Germany  r.eans  we  are 
only  half  way  to  victory  and  the  need  for  used  fats  v/ill  continue  to 
be  .just  as  great  until  sometime  after  the  conclusion  of  the  Japanese 
war , 

Fats  are  tremendously  important  to  industrial  and  mAlitary  •■production 
since  approximately  three  out  of  four  civilian  items  require  fats  in 
their  manufactui'e  and  this  proportion,  is  still  higher  insoft.r  as  mili- 
tary and  naval  equipmient  is  concerned. 

American  housewives  have  done  a  grand  job  in  malcing  the  kitchen  a  part 
of  the  battle  front,  but  recent  surveys  indicate  :;hat  only  one  out  of 
seven  is  doing  a  100%  job  of  salvaging  fat.    If  every  housewife  in  the 
country  participated  and  really  scraped  to  turn  in  every  possible  drop, 
collections  v/ould  be  at  apcroximately  three  tim.es  the  present  rate. 

FAT  SALVAGE  FACTS; 

Here  are  some  points  which  might  be  helpful  in  preparation  of  material 
to  stimulate  used  fat  collections: 

1,  Vkomen  think  that  the  governm.ent  wunts  only  their  so  culled  "clean" 
fats.     This  is  erroneous.     D-c.rk  or  smelly  fats  h:.^ve  not  lost  their  use- 
fulness and  they  are  ~v/orth  sulv  aff xng , 

2,  Some  vvomen  make  hard  v;ork  of  the  operation.    Nearly  one-third  don't 
even  keep  the  si^lvage  container  in  the  kitchen.     Only  llfo  keep  a 
receptacle  on  the  buck  of  the  stove, 

3»    Many  women  don't  recognize  the  poundage  (and  the  extra  red  points) 
to  be  obtained  from  suving  and  malting  dovm  solid  fats  trimmed'  froni 
meats,  both  before  and  after  cooking  and  by  rendering  out  the  f:.t  left 
on  the  fumily's  dinner  plates  •  • 
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Vy'ith  most  housewives,  sa-^-inf;;  fats  has  not  ^et  oecome  an  autoTr.ati?»  ■ 
operation.     They  don't  think  to  skim  the  stov/s  and  soups  or  to  really 
scrape  the  broiler  pan,  roasting  pan,  or  skillet. 

Remember  —  American  housevdves  are  asked  by  their  country  to  turn  in 
at  least  230  million  pounds  of  used  kitchen  fats  this  year. 

The  color  of  grease  turned  in  by  the  V.ousewife  is  relatively  unimportant, 
Renderers  have  indicated  that  d5.rk  grease,  when  refined,  besides  contain- 
ing ALL  the  essential  by-products,  _c_an  be  used  comrr.e rcially.     There  is 
no  jusTif ication,  for  a  meat  dealer  or  other  fat  collection  station  re*  . 
fusing  to  pay  the  full  price  or  number  of  points  to  homemakers  turning 
in  dark  grease,  , 

Care  should  be  taken  by  the  housevdfe,  however,  to  remove  all  water, 
bones,  and  other  bits  of  foreign  matter  before  turning  in  their  fats, 

since  such  impurities  cause  rapid  deterioration  of  fats  and  limit   

their  value, 

PROBLEMS ! 

Problem-S  under  the  fat  salvr.ge  program  are  generally  those  of  collection, 
with  either  (a)' the  local  grocer  reluctant  to  accept  fats  the  Viou.sewife 
has  saved,  or  (b)  problems  of  the  r'otailcr  or  meat  dealer  in  getting  the 
fats  picked  up  by  rendert;rs  or  independent  collectors.     Settling  such 
problems  through  cooperative  efforts  with  r.:;nderers,  meat  c.ealers,  and 
other  groups,  such,  as  local  and  state  salvage  committees,  will  be  YvFAVs 
responsibility  in  the  field. 

Since  shortage  of  tires,  g'-soline,  and  various  other  t rans7o::t;at ion  pro- 
blems have  occasionally  made  rural  pick-up  of  salv'.>god  fats  difficult, 
meut  dealers  have  sometimes  buen  reluctant  to  handle  f':its  in  those  areas. 

To' bridge  this  gap,  the  Railway  Express  Agency  has  arranged  to  accept 
shipments  of  used  fats  in  l^ak-proof  containers  at  any  ont  of  its  2J, 000 
points.    Certain  large,  metropolitan  cities  are  excepted,  hov/ever.  Such 
shipments  must  v/eigh  at  least  i+S  pounds.    Rexiderers  will  supply  dealers 
with  such  containers,  and  will  pay  shipping  charges  to  and  from  their 
plants,  reimbursing  meat  dealers  at  tht  r^ite  of  five  cents  ana  two  red 
points  per  net  pound  of  fat  shipped,     (Housewives,   of  course,  are  paid 
four  Cbnts  and  tvvo  red  points  per  pound  for  fat  they  turn  in)a 

POSTr^R  SUPPLIES; 

The  I'YtA  hus  available  a  supply  of  posters,   stickers,  and  other  visual 
u-ids  for  use  in  connecticr.  'v-'ith  this  program.    SL^mple  kits  are  avail- 
able at  all  ViFA  Office  of  Supply  field  offices.    Although  much  of  this 
material  was  issued  previously  by  the  WFB,  its  use  is  still  thought 
valuable.    Many  collection  stations  will  need  clean  posters  from  time 
to  time. 
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QUOTAS : 


Quotas  will  no  longer  be  used  to  guide  housevirives  in  each  state.  The 
need  for  fats  is  so  acute  that  instead  of  setting  up  quotas,  ae^re 

simply  asking  for  all_  housewives  to  turn  in  all  the  fats  they  can  

and  in  this  way,  help  shorten  the  war  hy  insuring  thr.t  our  fighting 
men  will  have  all  the  backing  they  need  to  do  the  job,  , 

COLLECTIONS; 

In  most' areas  collections  are  made  from  retail  stores  (usually  meat  markets) 
on  a  regular  schedule  by  renderers,  knovvn  as  "Master  Collectors."    The  OPA 
sets  up  a  bank  of  points  for  these  Tenderers  and  collectors  for  their  use 
in  paying  points  to  the  retailer.    Reports  made  by  renderers  oi.ch  month  to 
the  OPA  are  the  basis  for  further  allotment  of  points  from  ths  OPA. 

COOFERATIITG  AGENCILS  ; 

OPA  -  In  December,  19u3j  OPA  authorized  a  payment  of  two  red  points  per 
pound  for  salvaged  household  fats  to  housevvives  and  bcirdinghousc  keepers, 
OPA  also  established  a  price  of  four  cents  per  pound  for  salvaged  house- 
hold fats,  this  price  to  be  paid  by  the  local  grocer.     OPA  continues  to 
have  full  responsibility  for  ration  points  for  salvaged  fats,'  and  the 
price  paid, 

WFB  -  The  War  Production  Board  conducted  the  Fat  Salvage  Progrr.m  from 
April ,  I9U2  to  'October,  19i-\h*  While  the  operating  authority  has  been 
transferred  to  the  Vfer  Food  Administration,  the  Salvage  Division  of 

the  VVPB  at  all  levels  national,  state  and  local  continues 

an  active  cooperator.     This  cooperation  consists  of  assisting  in 
promotion,  and  in  solving  problems. 

EXTENSION  -  Cooperation  of  the  Extension  Service  of  the  V.TA  has  been  asked  • 
in  stimulating  collections  of  used  household  fats  in  rural  and  farm  areas, 
through  use  of  county  agents  and  county  h'omo  demonstr^.ticn  agents,   in  the 
course  of  their  regular  contacts  and  meetings. 


(Marketing  Reports  Division,  Midwest  Region,  JFA) 
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